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DECLARED PEST — CITRUS CANKER 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.04 am]: In May 2018, citrus canker, 
a highly damaging plant disease that affects all citrus species, was detected in the Kimberley following an outbreak 
in the Northern Territory. Citrus plants were exported from Darwin to other jurisdictions, including New South Wales, 
Queensland and WA. Tracing plants from the NT to WA led to the detection of three infected premises in 
Kununurra and Wyndham. Strict quarantine measures have since been implemented to control the movement of 
citrus plants into Western Australia. The state government is taking its obligation to protect WA’s horticultural 
industry seriously. All citrus plants within a 600-metre radius of infected premises have been destroyed to stop the 
spread of the disease. 

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development is continuing its work to trace citrus plants sent 
to WA prior to the detections. That hard work is paying off, with no additional positive detections of citrus canker 
in northern WA since the initial three cases. To provide additional confidence to other jurisdictions that citrus 
canker is not present in WA, additional surveillance for citrus canker will be targeting Broome, Kununurra, 
Wyndham and Port Hedland over coming weeks. Community engagement is also underway to encourage 
self-reporting of citrus plants. 

Area freedom from citrus canker can be declared once successful eradication of citrus canker has occurred. 
A national decision has not been made on whether citrus canker can be eradicated from Australia. Despite area 
freedom not offering a market advantage to WA—current export markets have citrus canker—our government is 
focused on managing the reputational risk of our fruit as clean and green, providing evidence that citrus canker is 
absent from main export regions in the central midlands. 
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